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Captain Vere’s Dilemma in “Billy Budd”
Herman Melville's “Billy Budd" is one of the popular literature books due to its thought-provoking theme. The book's theme centers on a decision between two conflicting ideas, leading to a dilemma for the decision-maker. In the book, Captain Vere faces a complex situation that requires him to decide between two tough choices. Claggart accused Billy of planning a mutiny in the naval ship. Captain Vere called an emergency meeting to resolve the problem. He was convinced that Billy could not organize a mutiny. However, he had to follow the Mutiny Act that demanded a person found guilty of planning to overthrow the naval leadership to be hanged. Claggart's death further complicated the situation since it made it hard for the process to occur in a fair judicial process. The case presented Captain Vere with an ethical and legal dilemma.
Firstly, Captain Vere faced a legal and moral dilemma as he decided in the case presented before him. The legal dilemma stemmed from the Mutiny Act's requirement that demanded individuals found guilty of organizing a rebellion in the ship to receive the death penalty. Vere had an internal feeling that Billy could not organize a mutiny against his leadership. On the other hand, Claggart presented a solid claim against him. Vere had to decide whether to listen to his conscience or follow the law as outlined in the Mutiny Act. Equally, the accidental death of Claggart during the informal hearing threw the case to a tight corner. Billy unintentionally killed Claggart before he could respond to his claims before Captain Vere. Claggart's death created an issue about implementing the Mutiny Act based on unverified claims by one of the navies.
Additionally, the moral aspect of the dilemma in the decision involved passing a death sentence based on unproven claims. Inwardly, Captain Vere was convinced about Billy not committing the crime. However, as a judge, he could not use his feelings or beliefs to pass a judgment. He had to rely on existing laws when passing the judgment. In this case, the Mutiny Act provided the legal framework and demanded the execution of the mutineers. As a result, Captain Vere opted for the legal requirement and sentenced Billy to death. 
Additionally, the theme of individual v. society also emerges in the book. Herman Melville used the essay to explore the complex interaction between an individual and society. Firstly, Billy is forced into Bellpoint from his former ship Rights-of-Man to join the naval ship to fight for his country. The scene symbolizes the power of society over an individual, especially during a crisis. Billy had to accept society's decision over his self-desires and join the navy. He accepted it as part of his social responsibility to protect his country over his self-interest.
Equally, Captain Vere also faces a scenario that exposes him to conflict between himself and society. The society provided a legal framework outlining the punishment for mutineers. Captain Vere had a social responsibility to implement the law to the letter. Contrarily, he had a different feeling about Billy's involvement in the case. His consciousness and conviction contracted the value imposed by the society. In the end, Captain Vere bowed to society's expectations and convicted Billy despite having a different opinion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Herma used his book "Billy Budd" to explore various dilemmas people face daily. The book explores the conflict between individuals and society through Billy and Captain Vere. It also depicts the moral and legal dilemma on various decisions. “Billy Budd” is a timeless literal masterpiece that provides insights into society. 


